Reevaluation of streptococcal infection in the pathogenesis of Kawasaki disease.
Twenty-five sera from forty-nine children with Kawasaki disease (KD) in the convalescent stage, and 191 sera from controls did not disclose a higher anti-streptolysin O titer; 23 bacterial cultures from the throat swab of KD patients during the acute stage did not show a higher rate of streptococcal isolation. It was therefore concluded that there was no relation between the genesis of KD and direct immediate streptococcal infection.